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Jagori is a women’s resource centre based in New Delhi, which works to
spread feminist consciousness for the creation of a just society. Our activi-
ties include documentation, training, research, creation of material in dif-
ferent media and campaigning on issues related to women’s rights.
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In Celebration of Our Journeys
Planncr 2003

Last year, Jagori began the journey of exploring and giving voice to women’s experiences
of ‘getting older’, their anxieties, hopes and dreams with the Jagori calendar 2002 ‘Women:
the beauty of time’. Through the process of creating the calendar emerged questions on the
experiences of older women of the women’s movement. As doyennes of the movement, they
flung themselves into highly political struggles challenging the status quo with consequences
far outside their known reach. Their political struggles, many a time with personal trade-
offs, were fired by dreams of a different world and by a belief in the collective strength of
women.

International Women'’s Day is a time when we celebrate our solidarity, when we recharge
ourselves, our memories and our commitments to the women’s movement. To celebrate and
acknowledge the invaluable contributions of these pioneers in the women’s movement in
Delhi, Jagori had a programme ‘In Celebration of Our Journeys’ on the evening of 9" March
2002. Colleagues, family, friends, sisters in the movement joined us for an afternoon of
music and cultural programmes and reflections of older women of the movement. We
presented shawls and scrolls with testimonies from those who have worked and learnt from
them to these inspiring and dynamic women, amidst much singing and dancing.

Held in the sylvan surroundings of Akshara Theatre in New Delhi, in an open air theatre
under an ancient pipal tree, we honoured some among the thousands of women whose
invaluable contribution to the movement we acknowledge and celebrate: 14 women from
Delhi who have been very special friends of Jagori, and who have played an important role
in the Indian women’s movement; women who, through their work and struggles, have
established a firm foundation for our own assertions of collective strength. They are Satyarani
Chaddha, Subhadra Butalia, Shajahan Apa, Sharada Behan and Shanta Behan who gave
life and strength to movements against dowry and violence; Gouri Choudhury, Jaya
Shrivastava and Renuka Mishra, who have been in the forefront of mobilising and organising
women at the grassroots; Vina Mazumdar, Lotika Sarkar and Uma Chakravarti who through
their teaching and work have ensured that women’s studies remains a discipline strongly
rooted in women’s activism and struggles; and Rati Bartholomew and Lakshmi Krisnamurthy,
who have worked over decades to shape popular theatre into an instrument of women’s
expression. We also posthumously felicitated Sudesh Vaid, noted activist and academic and
founder of People’s Union for Democratic Rights (PUDR) and People’s Union for Civil Liberties
(PUDR), who passed away last year.

Jagori’s Planner 2003 documents this celebration, with the aim of spreading information
about the women’s movement as widely as possible, and making known the remarkable
contributions these women have made to our lives. The planner profiles their lives and
their work and provides insights into the history of the women’s movement in Delhi.
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JANUARY

From a teacher of political science to
being o vanguard of the women's
movement in India, Vina di as she is
affectionately called, has become on
institution in herself. Vina di was part
of the Committee on the Status of
Women which produced the historical
report in 1974, ‘Towards €quality’, o
founding document for the women'’s
movement which enumerated the
oppressive state of the woman in
India, after which welfare programmes
for women found a place in the
Governments policies. She was also
a pioneer in the struggle to establish
and get recognition for women's studies
as a discpline, and co-founder of the
Indion Association of Women's Studies
and the Centre for Women's
Development Studies. Vina di's dynamic
combination of academics ond activism
and contributions at the level of policy
and as an architect of the intellectuol
framework of the women's movement
have inspired future generations of
the movement.
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“"Matriarch of our movement, feisty scholar
and activist, Vina di represents for me
a generation that has given the women's
movement in India the character it has -
open to rethinking and debate and
constant learning.”
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Rati became increasingly involved with
the National School of Drama in the
1960s, and co-founded various theatre
groups in Delhi such as Yatrik,
Dishantar. It was while working with
students that she realized the
therapeutic aspects of theatre. The
turing point came in 1971, aofter
attending o workshop in USA that she
started doing workshops on the
development of self through theatre.
Rati plunged into the use of theatre
for spreading consciousness and raising
strong questions on political issues,
and thereby got involved with Peoples
Union for Civil Lliberties (PUCL),
Demoxratic Rights (PUDR) and SAHMAT.
Since then she has trained many
grassroots groups ond feminist activists
on the use of theatre as a tool of
octivism. Her plays Raj Darpon’ against
British rule, and Jolo Ped” (on the
Hiroshima and Nagosoki bombing),
‘Haath ki Gaadi’ (on leprosy) and Bahu'
(on a widow in feudal society) remain
londmarks.
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“Rothi taught us that in any situation, aeativity is central”
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lonka SARKAR

In the wave of legal reforms through
the 1980s, there wos not a single
occasion in which Llotika Sarkar was
not involved and indeed did not play
a leading role. Also part of the
Committee which brought out Towards
€quality’, she is one of the four Delhi
academics who penned the fomous
Open letter to the Chief Justice in
1979 that sharply aiticised the Supreme
Court judgement on the Mathura rape
cose (o landmark case of custodial
rape of a young tribal girl nomed
Matura). Copies of the letter were
sent out to women's groups in Gujarat,
Maharashtra, and some southern
states, and it had a multi plier effect
as it not only did buttress the fledgling
women’s movement, it brought about
a radical change in the ways rape
ond consent are understood in the
legal framework. Lotiko di is associated
with the Center for Women's
Development Studies, and is also the
editor of the journal, ‘Women and
Low: Contemporany Problems’.
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about lotikadi that when | first met her, | was completely in awe of her. This was in 1993,
on the women's movement and the State, where she gave a brilliant exposition of the
Judiciary in Indion democracy. | remember hovering on the fringes of the group surrounding her,
of her conversation and trying to gather the confidence to ask a question. | got to know her much
years But my favourite memory is an encounter ‘in Hyderabad, when | discovered that, like oll true
committed foodie. Sallying forth in search of the best biryani in town, overeating dongerously and
ramshackle taxi without wipers, in the worst thunderstorm either of us had ever encountered,
our sides - that 's when | was completely taken in by lotikadil
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Subhadra Butalia

Subhadra was an integral part of the
onti dowry campaign of the late 1970s
in the initial stages of the women’s
movement. She was active in 'Om
Swaoha’, a play attacking dowry and
dowry murder, which elicited such a
powerful response that people from
different localities osked the group
to perform in their areas; this was
one of the first attempts for many
middle class women at activism. In
1983, following protests after the
Sudha Goel case when the accused
(Sudha Goel's husband) wos let off
due to ‘inadequate evidence’,
Subhadro was one of those against
whom a contempt of court petition
was filed for criticising the High Court
judges for this judgement. (In 1985
the Supreme Court reversed the
judgement and convicted the mother-
in-low and husband with life
imprisonment.) Subhadra is the founder
of Karmika a counseling center in Delhi;
she has recently published a book,
‘The Gift of A Daughter, which
interweaves her own story as an
activist and the anti-dowry movement
of the late seventies in Delhi.
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"Subhadra has really helped shape the women's
movement from the 1970s. | personally have
leamt much about courage from you...”
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Gourl CHOUDHURY
When Gouri first come to Delhi, she
got associated with the organisation,
Mobile Creches, working in the slums
of Yamuna Pushta. Her first struggle
waos to help procure ration cards for
the riksha-pullers of unauthorised
colonies whom she manoged to
organise. She waos at that time one
of the founders of Saheli, the first
organised women's group in Delhi.
Saheli’s first office was ot her own
residence! Later she co-founded Action
India through which she started working
with the grassroots on issues of their
rights. She set up o weaver's
cooperative, called Sunder Handloom
Society and enabled a platform for
community women to acquire the skill
of making handicrafts and exhibiting
their skills too. Over the last twenty
years Gouri has been consistently
associated with giving voice to peoples
movements, and mobilizing community
women into collectives to toke up
issues of violence, health, governance
and basic rights.
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Uma CHAKRAVARTI
Uma has been associated with the
womens movement since the seventies.
At that time she was already involved
with both the teacher's movement in
Delhi University and the civil rights
movement. The year before the
emergendy witnessed a coming together
of civil and democratic movements on
the campus, and early discussions on
women’s specific oppressions and the
institutional framework of patriarchy.
From 1977 onwards she waos deeply
involved in these movements. In the
early 80s with the expansion of the
women’s movement around issues such
as austodial rope, oppression of women
within the famiy, and the concurrent
bith of women’s studies, her own
acodemic work began to move towards
understanding the cultural proctices
which sanction subordination and the
links between gender, caste and dass
stratification. Uma is o renowned
historion and has greatly contributed
to rewriting histories from o womens
perspective; she has been teaching ot
Delhi University for over twenty years.
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“Teacher, scholar and inspiration to so many generations of
students the university has been made more meaningful for me
because of this voice of conscience - insistent, nagging and
absolutely impossible to ignore.”
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Java SHRIVASTAVA

\

Jaya was involved in sociol work in
Patna before she moved to Delhi in
1980. She got involved in issues of
human rights and women's rights after
the 1984 riots in Delhi where she
worked with Saheli and many individuals
and groups on rehabilitation for the
widows of the victims of the riots. For
several years she was the convener of
Nagarik €kta Mandh, a citizen's committee
set up after the riots to facilitate relief
efforts. Jayo then got involved with
Ankur an organisation which provides
education to children, particularly the
girl child and women, and took on its
reins with a renewed vision. She has
also been involved in many other
issues and forums including campaigns
for housing rights, campaigns against
communalism and various peoples’
movements.
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“Her infinite patience, her sense of faimess and
on with such dedication against all odds and
things and is able to see the
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DECEMBER

Renusa MisHRA

Renuka has been deeply involved in
the struggles of agricultural workers
and issues around land reforms and
minimum wages. She was active in
the Delhi Dehat Mazdoor Union and
also in Om Swaoha in the late seventies.
She founded and edited the pioneering
magazine 'HOUW / HKaise' in €nglish
ond Hindi, documenting struggles of
the unorganised sector and the history
of peasant struggles from all over the
country, making great strides in bringing
the women's question into these
struggles. Over the past few years
she has gqotten deeply involved in
Kashmir. Along with o small group,
she works in HKashmir now helping
children to get badk to school ond
helping local groups develop and move
towards a framework of empowerment.
She founded the organisation Nirantar,
Q resource center on issues around
women and education based in Delhi.
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“She's at her best in a disis - cool-headed, pragmatic, completely in
control. The way she handled hecklers and trouble-makers at the
dharna against child sexval abuse in Karvi, using quotations from the
Hindu epics to blunt every argument they threw ot us - she was
_ magnificent! ”
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larsHml  KRISHNAMURTY

With her talent and ability to
communicate the most complex and
serious of issues in simple ways to
the common people, Lakshmi brought
o unique vibrancy to the women's
movement, helping to carry its
messages far beyond the literacy
barrier. In 1983, she founded the
organisation, Allaripu, in Delhi with
the basic objective of combining theatre
with development and activism. She
worked with grassroots groups,
exclusive women's groups and mixed
groups consistently evolving
methodologies for the effective usage
of theatre for social development and
activism. Laokshmi enabled women’s
groups ond collectives to use varied
aond creative medium to express
themselves, and mobilize opinion and
political solidarity on issues of women's
oppression.
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“Through her ability to use the body and
she has trained so many activists and laid
theatre as a method of training.”
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Sudesh Vaid 2o 2=

(1940 - 2001)

“Sudesh was founder member of the PUCL and the
PUDR. PUDR was on organisation that was both her
political space and her family,-her home was the home
of the PUDR where everyone was welcome. Ule have
all spent endless hours at her dining table-over endless
cups of teo-talking about evenything under the sun-from
peoples struggles to the teachers struggles at DU to
feminism to downy murders to stote repression to
communalism and riots to literature and to films.

Although Sudesh was totally committed to the
PUDR ond the left movement she was o feminist too,
since there was no question of prioritising or segmenting
the different contradictions in our society. If | have to
sum up the essence of Sudesh it would be her
extroordinary inteqgrity; totolly uncomprising in her politics
she made no concessions to adjustments. Sudesh, who
could have been a first rote ocademic scholar, never
did anything that brought her personal credit;-all her
work was in the collective of PUDR and all her work
was political. Sudesh had in her life created the
alternative family that feminists have talked about but
been unable to forge in most cases. She has also left
behind many legacies-in political work, in workstyles
that were fiercely democratic ond in the strength of her
relationships. In o fitting tribute to her life her body
was prepared for the funeral draped in a red coth ond
a purple cdoth-the personal was the political right until
the end.”
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Satyaroni Chaddha (V)

Parent of a vicim of a horrific case of dowry
death in the early 1980s, Satyarani thaddha fought
tirelessly for 21 long years to get the people
responsible for the murder into jail with a sentence
of 7 years imprisonment. In her search for justice.
she come across women from the. movement and
became o part of it. Through the 1980s, in the
struggles ogainst bride burning, dowry deaths,
violence in the home, Satyarani played a central
role. In an effort to create a safe space for many
other women facing such situations, she co-founded
the organisation, Shaktishalini, a shelter home and
a crisis center for women in Delhi. Today, almost
12 coses o week come to Shaktishalini, while
upto 30 women con be found staying in the
shelter home ot ony time.

Shajohon Apa  (Feb)

Shajohan Apa lost her daughter in a horrific case
of dowry death in 1979 and that became the
starting point of her association with the womens
movement. She came out of her house with a
resolve to seek revenge for her daughter but
soon this gove way to o desire to work for
change instead. She associoted with the
organisation, Shaktishalini and started campaigning
against all kinds of violence against women. She
became a succour for innumerable women torn
opart by violence in their lives. At 70 years, Apo
continues to work tirelessly against fighting the
evils of dowry, violence against women and
communalism in our society.

Sharada Behan  (May)

Her childhood was spent near a village in Aligarh.
She dedicated the energy of her youth to work
for womens rights in the slums of Delhi. She
campaigned vigorously and mobilized women for
various issues that the movement took up: in
1982 for the flood affected victims of the slums,
the families of the victims of the riots in 1984, the
Babri Masjid issue among others. She is associated
with the organisation Action India, which works in
the field of womens health, provides legal literacy
to them and through self-help groups gives women
control over finances.

Shanta Behon (Sept)

Shantaji was born in Burma. She grew up
motherless, left in the care of ruthless father. She
was a witness to the Japanese advance into
Burma in 1942, amidst which her fomily fled to
India. The family settled in Dehradun and Shantaji,
at 16 was married to a man twice her age. After
her husband died and after more personal struggles.
she finally arrived in Delhi in 1976 and at the age
of 50 years, she found her mission: to work as a
grossroots worker in the citys slums. She has
been counseling men to behave with their wives,
persistently advocating for female literacy, working
on issues of violence against women and dowry.
She lives alone and continues to work tirelessly,
six. days a week in the citys slums. She is currently
associated with the - organisation, Ankur which

+ provides education to' the girl child, children in

general and women.
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o FrsgFIGre  (HEadl)

aordtifer faswer @1 va sreafier & afgar sicas & alda
ufefafy @ @u & dien &1 aw A vw e Z1d 9eos A ‘Gasa
saafadl’ (gamsiar @1 319 sleal @ @Ald Tae W 0D
elaafas fuid fawree aedl ofadt o1 aae A1 a8 aedrdst
Afzar 3ucleer &1 Feasndl aeardor ar foraal swea A afansi
&1 o feata @ aR @ aewre & @@l aedie 91 ded §U
Afzan3it @ dear a fawra @ fav aeard difaal # gare 29
atsfte gawa few) dion & o Fifean seawer @t R gowe! o1
o & aeat BT uBa @11 Foalat ‘Shwel vafavae 3y fader
aediar 3l ‘dev wiv fadter saadudle wesior; @1 @ 11
dian &1 @ agared! ufean 2 foraal sreade 3l driedl BT
s1e@(a o 7@ & 30 foreet dfifar fasfor @ aifgen sicleor @i
aamal U @ genfaa fvew & 3l aedr 2aftl

efer areffentforen  (31e6)

ofer 9eco @ astr sy faemar & 5p31 &8 &1 9ees & @ @
Iy aHE @ @ 531 @ 30T aph’, [faae’ oid F e
@@ @1 waen B11 aicdl A Gl B A BIA Bed FU Ie
FEgA &3 b ancw v ol faen oft 8 @l & orad areaa
@ &1 faard 30 @la A acara ar @wd 21 9e09 A AfdT A
U@ B A A1 dot @ ara Jaglel Wa acdl ardl wd fasrd
@1 drtere 3wt @11 #a &1 @ aical @ gra daon faear
3t aortifas #aal we aaf 3l aaa 3a6 g el @ dgh
v 3 figisme e aena & 531 7@ &1 aa & osld o
STt driwal3n, adlad] arieal  @ed & Aead 3
Jclaa A BV a7 Bl @ gl v 21 Foad el ‘o’
‘stan iz (fedtferan ue award), ‘@ @1 W (Dlg wW) 3
‘ag’ (v @c @anor 3 faaar @1 feafa) o RrRiee 1 foen 3
aw @ifctare @afia v

Hara

aitferasT areasre  (59)

9ec0 # @repell gard @1 ot AT aa IGA afadT FCDIT A 0D
sewr gt faard 21 @ ot ‘Famerar d1 3ie’ Sidr fuid
farareial arell waAct @1 dae 411 @ fGeelt @1 3o are faarest
A @ vo 2 forgel v sufeared! gar aga! @ fBada A adicore
(7rger 2u B@) @ @A A geve A Aed U WAL D
Bad @1 3cildon ded gv b Qe UA ferear a1l 3@ v BI
uferen aporera, Asrrg 3T afao area @ o ol @i il arg
forgmr @2 31 A 3@ FgE T U asd 30 Waleel dcrel 3
alajell 37T DI E30 | 3TD] FE @ aAHIT dalid droel H
@ifa®r! ufeads e Sid, aacre i aeata @ dieeEl da
&1 oo | aifaer & dee wiv faded sadudc weStol
e dem & ag1 52 21 3 ‘fade s @it dluedl Ui’
WAD SToiel D1 Faad Zl

garar gorferew  (Farg)
ey oft Fae @ cad A ad @ Geol [addl 3icleor o1 3ifHoor

feean @& wrade @ ‘37 TaE:’ @Wed d Ade ol ceol g
3 a2o1 Bl @ s Sl GUITGGAl BT U W HAETH
aall | AF Sdell aHce e a1 fb @ilon ot 36l 36l &l 3 sHDI
uczler @eal @1 FT DI AF UEeh FDT A7 FEAFAI M Ufeard D1
3hval @ afva &y & 3ucias 7 3aee o1l 9ec3 # d gar e
BT a1 B B AFA W A DI d DA B ellao Hed D
DIRA Fol GF WA DI ool B AN arRe fbem Il
g BlHDI WAD FeA D dEAmd Jaed &, o b et A
v dI3Ekior dev @ @ A oA ae @ &1 390 Fa 8 A Pre
3itp © 3leT” @@ & adal v Yedd 1 Griel [bar & o b
o da93 @1 e ador faddi suclas @1 suFNHEAlTA 21
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SWer crerdr (3ora)

a1 eedt ora uEel @ feeel ang al d ‘Alaza DA’ WA
Je & @A 3, 5 & auen yrar @1 afeaa # diA s
21 3A®1 vEe IF FeaiTasos Foohl afeaal A Raan areml
&l e B3 fead @ fav a1l 37 AFT & @A’ WA BT
Jeu @1 deaws Foeasi A 3 vo fi, Gt 5 Red A
AlEAN D1 UEeH FN3A THE A1 FBeAl BT UBH TYAT FoAD
3t & 3 &1 a1 @ Sl waw we adlen @ ifaerd @ fae dag
&l 61| Foglal gadd B 0 ‘Foar E3aA A’ wer &
O® FEDI darca aanal e Afgensit @ faw va Cen #a dare
foar foras @ seafien diea @@ e Fod fafifa @l @
T 36 gard Bl Gekia de a@| e dra aer @ I 57
i vd Hgal & 31 21 ledl @ Fa sfawrd, B,
e 3ie wT WA gela ded @ faw sleal @ dafoa deat
@ g # o1 &5 2

JFr aaach (agar)

3 Afgen sucrdas @ @A 9evo & ST & o1a TRl Afsen
deae ieal ue ga @l e sie srfioar ue Jae @s1 o
% 41 3l @ 3 et fdzafaenas @ sreams sucae 3l
WD 3w Waaa (Caifavae wie & uéaam 3t SAbls
ascd) A afea sFe o 71 11 smuase & oo @6 oz
&g wWoled e @satie aeas dug e reausl @
Jeleel @ @A soe Adabia Agal a sledl g ga
e, Rigaaras @aem @ aral e aaf/asa aar & 41 9e00
@ d sival @ sfaerd a aoabio sferd @ oF sicddel @
A aAe & & 31 @ 21 3w ve sfasa faswar o 2
foreglal stteal & aafer & sfaser @t alar faer a 3@t
Glarer @weew @1 211

oremw girareaa  (wasa)

9eco & fecelt 3wl & usel W gean A @Al A A afea
A1 9ecs @ @l @ @e @ Awera @R a 3leal @ T 3
93 Haal @ o311 @ T2, yon o @faaal a g 3 @
531 ol Ib 35 aaa con difsa fagast @ yeala @ fav de

dara

¢ 2 4| BF el ab d WD eHal Ha D1 AHeGAD o,
ot & 38 aaa asa ol @ fav ang ard A AARDT BT
o® DA 411 FED W SN iwe dew (G v a=l, arade
d agfdal, ®l snvats far a gor fawra @ v s sedl
8 @ @7 531 a 338 v aF few &1 3 swadha st @
fere, arvaIfimar @ Raars aere on @@ a 3w &3 et 7
afea apfhar foom 2 &1

2oar Pren  (faww)

Q@1 gty Ao, A gard @ o3t S A I3 <
21 3 Foe @ zaw A dga Figy Jlaae e e s
dlcw ® Al agal fadd swclas # swelt afea sfesr
foactt 2811 3agtal ‘dd’ @A & ve ubiwr @ ydEE a
duicer # afva Alarerar fGar 21 srdgafsa d@n site e
fafweer foemer swclael @ staqadas @ ara sa @i #
Algensit @ 3mat arat e Fa@BT IR B INAST A B
aag @ d &1 781 21 fredt o agl @ @ o @ F528 w
ae? &u & 531 781 21 @ o 3 It @ @a s B
Tl @ fav e FEA dae, s @ T FaE ot
fawtaa sie aafaasen @1 3ie @ sl # garaeq 21 3o8la
fewelt # forkae araa dear 1 @amen @1 ot el site Rrar
@ gl W BIH dHeel Al 0b dAaH Do 21

creHT ayroyagfct (saadt 2004)
arared @lol @ dter e & abfre FaEm e Foal o daw

3Gl # Uega @eel 1 e B AAA A acHl &1 o Afger
icieior d Aaea @1 =l Faa ve g daar &1 21 9ecs A,
Jaglal ‘IHeelley” WHAD HeA DI o D1l 3 H0A BT el
3qasq aied el M fawra A awr wafia dea al Jogda
Sialal] Tere UT Bl Heol dd A, Ddel Alsen aHG, e 0w
THE @ @ fawra ol vd sicaet # siesl @ gordt yion &
o @il 3T adiwl e DIl B foa 2l Foglel aAleer SHE
3 daroel Bt el stAlda, e daE 3T TAaD
Chojedl @ leiv dslolcaicds el @ 3ualaT BT aFcH Ul 1 Bl
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